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I N  H O N O R  O F

H A S I N A T U  C A M A R A
Thomascine Camara, affectionately known as Mama Hasinatu was a native Washingtonian who loved DC and 
had so many stories to tell about how it was when she was growing up in the city. Mama knew how to navigate 

through DC using her favorite mode of public transportation and biking.   Mama Hasinatu attended Federal 
City College (now UDC), majoring in Philosophy and later studied Library Science. 

Mama was an African Centered educator who instilled the value of knowing thy-
self in her four biological children, as well as her students. Mama was a cul-

tural artist, painter, mentor and librarian. She taught and encouraged her 
students to express themselves through film, writing and perfor-
ming.  In her own words she used “media for liberation….film is 

the most important art because it includes all of the art forms.” 
Mama Hasinatu utilized film by transforming classrooms and 

libraries into media centers. She is truly honored, respected 
and loved by hundreds of students that she taught and mento-

red. Mama Hasinatu was dedicated to the race redemption and 
Pan-Africanism, she truly loved her people! She and Kwame 

Ture joined the All African Peoples Revolutionary Party (AARP) 
in the late 1970’s, and continued to be active in the organization 
throughout her life. She also joined the Universal Negro Impro-

vement Association African Communities League (UNIA-ACL), 
Woodson Banneker Jackson Bey Division 330, in May, 2017. 

In 1994 the groundbreaking film “Sankofa” by Haile 
Gerima changed her life forever.  Mama played the 

role of “Jumma” the field slave who put the gun 
on the slave master. She was so proud of her 
role in that movie! Mama Hasinatu traveled 

to many places in the world including 
Jamaica, Guinea, Senegal, Ghana, Brazil, 

Trinidad and Cuba. Mama Hasinatu 
leaves a legacy for so many to follow. 
Even as an Ancestor she continues to 

empower her people by shining her 
light as the true BLACK POWER 

ENFORCER!!!!!! 

AUGUST 16, 1944 - DECEMBER 13, 2017
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PRE-KWANZAA EVENTS

•  Friday, December 14th – Annual Ujamaa School Pre-Kwanzaa Celebration and Candle-Lighting Ceremony, 1554 
8th St, NW WDC Call 202.232.2997 for info. Starts 7:00 pm.

•  Friday, December 21st - Wilson Baker Home School Collective’s 7th Annual Pre-Kwanzaa Celebration 
& Marketplace. Location: Charles H. Flowers High School, 10001 Ardwick Ardmore Rd, Springdale, MD 20774. 
Join the talented and incredible scholars of Wilson Baker Academy for the most amazing Kwanzaa performance 
ever!  You will be captivated by the singing, speaking, dancing, stepping, and drumming of these amazing young 
performers. Marketplace opens at 5pm, Showtime at 6:30pm.

UMOJA (UNITY) WED. DEC. 26th

•  The Annual Umoja Candle-lighting Ceremony and Umoja Celebration by LCPAN at Northeastern 
Presbyterian Church  2112 Varnum St, NE, WDC., Ujamaa Dancers & Drummers, Kuumba Kids, and more. 
Dinner Sales & African Marketplace sponsored by LCPAN. Free admission. Call 202.526.4039 or 202.529.3635.  
Parking available on lot in the back; enter through Eastern Ave. Starts at 6:00pm. Doors open at 5:30pm.

•  Kwanzaa Celebration with the Ethiopian community. African Heritage Dancers & Drummers Annual 
Kwanzaa Program. Ethiopian community’s celebration of GENA. Location: Thurgood Marshall Center 1816 12th 
St, NW, WDC.  Free and open to the public. From 6:30pm – 9pm.

•  Union Temple Baptist Church:  Join Union Temple Baptist Church in celebrating the 1st day of Kwanzaa, 
“Umoja” with a cultural presentation by Dr. C. R. Gibbs, cultural arts presentation of spoken word by Grandma 
Slam and drumming circle.  Union Temple Baptist Church Kwanzaa Committee under the direction of Rev. Willie 
F. Wilson, Senior Pastor, Rev. Mary L. Wilson, Executive Pastor Emeritus, and Rev. Anika Wilson-Brown, Pastor.  
Location: Union Temple Baptist Church, 1225 W Street, SE WDC 20020. Admission: Free! For more information, 
call or visit: 202.678.8822 or visit: www.uniontemple.com. Starts at 7pm.

KUJICHAGULIA (SELF-DETERMINATION) THURS. DEC 27th

•  Kwanzaa Candle-lighting Celebration & Program by the Ausar Auset Society.  Kujichagulia Night Theme: 
At What Point is There Too Much “G”. This event will be held at the Northeastern Presbyterian Church, 2112 
Varnum St, NE WDC. Children’s activities, vending and food will be available. 202.723.5566. 6:30pm – 9:00pm.

•  Pan-African Federalism: A Key to Kujichagulia: How the political unification of Black African people will lead 
to our global self-determination. Fresh back from the 60th anniversary of the All African People’s Conference in 
Ghana, presenters will show how this movement out of the Motherland places power in the hands of the people 
at We Act Radio, 1918 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue SE, WDC. Doors open at 6pm.

(Union Temple Baptist Church has a Candle-Lighting service and program every night of Kwanzaa. For more info 
call 202.678.8822 or visit www.uniontemple.com)

All events listed are FREE, unless otherwise stated.

(CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE)

Kwanzaa Events Calendar 2018/2019
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 KUJICHAGULIA (SELF-DETERMINATION) THURS. DEC 27th (Continued)

•  KUJICHAGULIA Kwanzaa Celebration @ Riverside Healthy Living Center, 5200 Foote St. NE, Washington, 
DC 20019. Sponsored by The CHI (Collective Health Initiative) & Ni Dembaya African Drum & Dance Collective. 
Features Kwanzaa intro, candle lighting, vendors, “Applying Kujichagulia”, natural do-it-yourself health 
solutions by the CHI (Collective Health Initiative), performances including African drumming & dancing by Ni 
Dembaya, and community participation.  $5 donation requested (not mandatory). For more info, contact Dr. Yew 
202.469.0264 / Email: dryew@ymail.com. 7 p.m. - 9 p.m

UJIMA (COLLECTIVE WORK AND RESPONSIBILITY) FRI. DEC 28

•  Kwanzaa Celebration with Harambee and LeSole Dance Project - Celebrate Kwanzaa 
with the entire family enjoying energetic and interactive activities for Kwanzaa with Harambee and Baba C.  
Additionally there will be a rhythmic dance by LeSole Dance Project.  Register online, www.anacostia.si.edu or 
call 202.633.4844. Location: THE ARC, 1901 Mississippi Ave, SE, WDC 20020. 11am – 2pm

•  Kwanzaa Program & Candle-lighting Service by House of Ra, Afi Soul and Friends. 
Hip-Hop, Go Go, Neo-Soul, Spoken Word and Dance Movement. Location: 15 Kennedy St, NW WDC. Free 
Admission. 424.533.2866 or ujimajoint@gmail.com for more info. 7pm

•  Ujima: A Kwanzaa Celebration at St. Michael’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 700 Saint Michael’s Drive, 
Mitchellville, MD. Call (301) 249-6222 for info. Starts at 7:30pm.

UJAMAA (COOPERATIVE ECONOMICS) SAT. DEC. 29th 

•  49th Annual Kwanzaa Children’s Party For children ages 3-12 Sponsored by the H Street Community 
Development, Kwanzaa Children’s Party Committee, Unitees and Afrikan Freedom Fund.  Adults must 
accompany children. Featuring Kuumba Arts Korner, Mama Nia and Baba Ka’ba as MC. Mama Ayo-Kendi and 
Baba Ka’ba with Kwanzaa Story, Drumming/Dancing, Refreshments, Zawadi(gifts) for the watoto(children). Arts 
and Crafts 11am to 12 noon and 12 noon to 3pm celebration and food. Location: The Panorama Room 1600 
Morris Road, SE WDC 20020. For info call 202.390.3164 or 202.270.3107. 11am to 3pm.

•  2nd Annual DMV Kwanzaa Celebration and Black Women Entrepreneurship Expo.  Location: African 
American Civil War Museum, 1925 Vermont Ave, NW WDC. 202.753.9671 www.nationalunitedblackfront.net. 12 
noon

•  Rejuvenate your spirit for the New Year at an Ujamaa Celebration for the entire Black family! Join 
Positive Kemetic Visions (PKV) for its 27th Annual Kwanzaa Celebration event at the CHILD Center 202 Riggs 
Rd, NE, Washington, DC 20011, highlighting the principles of the Nguzo Saba, feature a DJ, a cultural market 
place, a prize raffle, Village Grub dinner sales and more, with Baba Lumumba of Umoja House. For more 
information, contact PKV at (202)207-7886 or info@pkvvillage.org 6:00 pm

(Union Temple Baptist Church has a Candle-Lighting service and program every night of Kwanzaa. For more info 
call 202.678.8822 or visit www.uniontemple.com)

All events listed are FREE, unless otherwise stated.

Kwanzaa Events Calendar 2018/2019
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 UJAMAA (COOPERATIVE ECONOMICS) SAT. DEC. 29th (Continued)

•  The Annual Ujamaa Kwanzaa Candle-lighting Celebration & Program – Featuring a performance of the 
celebration of the Nguzo Saba performed by Ujamaa Shule students, performances by the Ujamaa Dancers & 
Drummers, vegan food & more. 8th & Q St. NW., WDC. Call 202.232.2997 for info. Starts 7pm.

NIA (PURPOSE) SUN. DEC. 30th 

•  AWHA Inc. (African Wholistic Health Assoc), ADS Collective Mentee Group (The Acupuncture Detox 
Specialist Collective) & Communal Effect Herbals presents: African People’s Health in America: Past, 
Present, and Future. Location: Boys & Girls Club of Greater Washington 4103 Benning Rd, NE WDC 20019. 
Wholistic Practitioners Health Vendors, Workshops & Presentations honoring the Father of Wholistic Medicine in 
DC, Dr. Gerald Douglass. Special Tribute to Dr. Sebi, Dr. Frances Cress Welsing, Baba Dick Gregory, Bro. Bey, Bro. 
Kweku and so many more. Video of Dr. Mutulu Shakur. RSVP: Wpkokayi1@yahoo.com or Facebook @The African 
Wholistic Health Ass. or Text 267.216.6896 or 202.412.4880. Free to public. Donations accepted. 3pm-7pm.

•  The Woodson Banneker Jackson-Bey Division 330 UNIA-ACL Annual Kwanzaa Nia Celebration in 
partnership with the Heritage Gallery International and the Thurgood Marshall Center Trust.  Featuring candle-
lighting ceremony with Children’s Village, free children books will be given away, spoken word, music, and 
presentation of the Marcus Mosiah Garvey Outstanding Community Service Award.  A Pan-African Karamu/
Feast will be served. Location:  Thurgood Marshall Center 1816 12th St, NW WDC. Admission is Free.  For more 
info. Call 202.529.3935 or 301.802.4022. 5pm to 10pm.

KUUMBA (CREATIVITY) MON. DEC 31th

•  “Peace to Party” Celebration. Candle-lighting and Burning Bowl Ceremony, mastermind, visualization and 
meditation; all you can eat and dance ‘til you pop. Perfect climax to Kwanzaa and ingress into the New Year. $20 
donation requested.  At the Purple-Door-to-Peace Center on Bunker Hill Rd NE. For tickets, address and more 
information, register at www.idealacademy.org or call 202 269-3186. 9pm to (pre-dawn) Jan 1, 2019

IMANI (FAITH) TUES. JAN. 1st

•  Annual Free the Land Kwanzaa 3.1 - 5 Mile Fun Run/Walk/Bike at Lake Artemisia Park, Berwyn Rd. and 
55th Ave., Greenbelt, MD. Make a healthy new start for the New Year!  Bring the whole family! For 
more info. Contact: Baba Prince Kolani 202.520.4669 or prince.kolani@yahoo.com. 12 noon.

•  Community Kwanzaa Imani Celebration and African Consciousness Award Presentation at Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 5301 N. Capitol St. NE, WDC – Co-sponsored by The DC Pan-Afrikan Council of Elders 
who will be honoring outstanding members of the next generation of leaders, carrying the torch of freedom in 
this century.  Performances by the Malcolm X Dancers & Drummers and the presentation of this year’s African 
Consciousness Award to our illustrious educator warrior Dr. Bernida Thompson.  Let’s close out this year’s 
Kwanzaa Celebration together on a positive note. Call 202.526.4039, 240.832.7203. Starts at 6pm.

(Union Temple Baptist Church has a Candle-Lighting service and program every night of Kwanzaa. For more info 
call 202.678.8822 or visit www.uniontemple.com)

All events listed are FREE, unless otherwise stated.
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